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Can thinking skills offer a framework to
support young children’s comprehension 

in literacy?
Aims of the project

The study sought to explore the extent to which young children of 5/6 years of age could be encouraged to articulate their
thinking and the way they perceive themselves as learners.

In particular the researcher aimed to investigate whether the use of thinking skills strategies within a Year 1 class could:

• improve the children’s comprehension of literacy texts; and 

• encourage a wider participation within the class members through speaking and listening.

Context

The research project was undertaken with one Year 1 class of 27 children of mixed ability with the parallel Y1 class acting as
a control group. It took place in the Spring and Summer terms of 2002 in a large Merseyside Primary School.

Summary of main findings

Following the introduction of the thinking skills strategies it was found that:

• the children could learn how to take turns in a discussion and give feedback within a structured activity, but these skills
needed to be taught explicitly, they were not simply picked up through the everyday activities in the classroom;

• young children, age 5 and 6, were able to compare and contrast characters in stories, identifying a range of characteristics
through the odd one out strategy.

• using adults to scribe for young children enabled them to articulate their thoughts explicitly. The experience of trying to
verbalise their thoughts was a two-way social process rather than a simple encoding of words.
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