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Exchanging knowledge between home 
and school to raise attainment

Aim of the project

To find ways to bring together the two worlds that a child inhabits, home and school, so that both can support the child’s learning.

Context

As experienced teachers, we have been seconded part-time to work for three years in 12 primary and 4 secondary schools
in the cities of Bristol and Cardiff. Our research project began in 2001 and is due for completion in 2004. 

Through action-based research our role is to encourage and support parents, teachers and children to develop ways to
share knowledge about learning. We are working in:

• Key Stage 1- focussing on literacy [4 schools]

• Key Stage 2- focussing on numeracy [4 schools]

• Key Stages 2/3- focussing on transfer [8 schools]

Initial findings

As the project is ongoing these findings are emergent and are based on an initial mapping carried out with parents, teachers
and head teachers [1-3], actions carried out in project schools [4-6], and on-going evaluation. Our evidence indicates that in
these schools: 

• most teachers believe in home school partnership but they appear less clear of the role home plays in the partnership;

• most home school communication seems to be narrowly focussed on the curriculum, and in one direction only from the
school to the home as written briefings;

• parents appear to be concerned about the narrowness of the curriculum and the “squeezing out” of creativity;

• the framework that teachers are required to work within does not appear to encourage teachers to value out of school learning;

• the younger the child, the more interested the teachers seem to be in finding out about home learning; and 

• regardless of family background, most parents seem interested in and supportive of their child’s learning.


