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Introduction

This summary is written collaboratively, by a team of four. Because of this it is different and is intended to be so. We hope it
encourages you to explore our work further. The objectives of this summary are:

• to find out how a researcher and four teachers of Education for Sustainable Development from primary, secondary and
outdoor education engaged with an academic review of research; and

• to highlight the issues the teachers chose to research in their schools; how they did it and what they discovered.

The aims of Professional User Reviews (PURs)

Professional User Reviews are intended to inform readers about current, reliable research in particular education fields with
the specific aim of encouraging practitioners to make use of research in their own practices.

Specific objectives of those engaging with the academic review of the literature related to Education for Sustainable
Development Review (ESD) included the opportunity to:

• gain access to research that was relevant to their own practice;

• inform their practice and keep up to date with innovative ideas; and 

• use research as a springboard to raise the profile of ESD in the curriculum.

Who was involved? 

The commissioning author of the Professional User Reviews, Leone Burton, supported a project led by Mark Rickinson at
the National Foundation for Education Research (NFER) in which seven teachers engaged with the ESD literature review
and undertook their own research. Their involvement in and with the review took place over a period of one academic year
commencing in 2002. The teachers were all passionate about ESD and keen to learn more. Two of those present here are
class teachers in primary schools with special responsibility for ESD. The third is a secondary school geography teacher.

What next? 

I intend to continue to use the research to influence my ESD work in school, and to try to stay in touch with more research
and continue to campaign, where I can, for research to be a more prominent part of a practitioner’s ‘everyday life’.

My aim is to extend involvement in research to ensure that it has such value in schools that time is given for teachers to
read, disseminate and discuss research. Schools could then engage in using research findings, as appropriate, to inform the
curriculum and other areas of school life.

About Professional User Reviews

The British Educational Research Association (BERA) recognised a need to acquaint practitioners (including policy makers)
with the outcomes of research. To do so, they published Professional User Reviews, commissioned and edited by Leone
Burton. They were intended to inform readers about current, reliable research in a particular educational domain such that,
as practitioners, they would be stimulated to make use of research in their practices. A criterion of ‘worthwhileness to
practitioners’ helped to decide on what was included and excluded. The audience for a PUR consists of users, practitioners
and/or policy makers such as advisers, inspectors, those who advise local authorities or central government. The nature of
its likely readership means that the professional user review is brief and written in an accessible style.

The seven Professional User Reviews, available to be purchased from BERA individually or as a boxed set, are:

How do we teach children to be numerate? Margaret Brown and Mike Askew

What do we know about teaching young children? Tricia David

How do we learn to become good citizens? Liam Gearon

Does ICT improve learning and teaching in schools? Steve Higgins

Connecting policy and practice: Research in Geography Education. Eleanor Rawling

Connecting research and practice: Education for Sustainable Development. Mark Rickinson and colleagues

How is music learning celebrated and developed? Graham Welch and Pauline Adams.
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